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“My family has never been into the  

outdoors, the all-day hike was the longest 

I have ever been outside.” 

“When I close my eyes to listen I realize 

science is all around me.” 
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THANK YOU FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

30 
Interns who trained 

and taught with... 

Dear Friends: 

 
It’s because of donors like you that 

Outdoor Lab was able to finish its best 

year yet!  This year was marked by new 

intern support, growing advocacy for this 

vital program and Outdoor Lab schools 

that focused even more on making our 

kids stewards of themselves, others, and 

the world around them.  We are so proud 

of our community that rallies to fight for a 

program that forms open minds and we 

see it every day in our volunteers, 

teachers, high school leaders, students 

and especially our donors.  I am honored 

to work with a group of strong, dedicated 

board members and staff who show up 

every day and make the road a little 

shorter for Outdoor Lab.  Read on to see 

how the Foundation is creating stewards of 

our community and future STEM leaders. 

Thank you for being a part of this 

mission!   

1,000 
High School Leaders             

who were role models 

to… 

5,768 
6th Grade Students... 

Shannon Hancock 
Executive Director 

In 2016-17 we saw... 

89  

Who attended Outdoor 

Lab from  

different schools! 
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WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR  

OUTDOOR LAB 

 

Gear Overview  

2016-2017 
For the first time the Foundation 

managed the Outdoor lab gear 

offered to sixth grade students from 

our office, and the program thrived. 

Not only was the new design well 

received,  but gear donations 

brought in over $37,000 in gross 

contributions. That’s nearly $17,000 

more than last fiscal year. If you 

didn’t pick up a hoodie or t-shirt last 

year, you’re in luck. The design 

received such positive response, it 

will be back again in the coming 

school year! Check it out at 

www.outdoorlabfoundation.org/shop 

Monthly Giving 
Monthly Giving is an easy way to support 

OLF every month. Please consider a 

recurring gift of $10, $15 or even $20 each 

month to support the impact of current 

programs and the growth of new ones in 

the coming years.   Your automatic 

donation is safe, secure and easy.  You set 

the date you would like your gift to be 

processed by the Foundation and can 

change the amount at any time.   

Your monthly gift isn’t just essential to the 

6th grade students; it’s the cornerstone for 

all younger Jefferson County children. 

You ensure Outdoor Lab will be there to 

teach them stewardship and a love of 

science. 

Colorado Gives 

Day 

Tuesday December 5th, 2017 is  

Colorado Gives Day. Create your fundrais-

ing page today at www.coloradogives.org. 

Look for information on individual and cor-

porate challenges in our newsletters, web-

site and on social media.  

$37,000 
Gross donations  

for gear 

The retail program DOUBLED 

over last year! 
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After Dark 
September 24, 2016 

Evergreen, CO 
 
Our annual fundraiser, After Dark grossed over 

$130,000 and featured live music from Mount 

Evan’s very own Jason Harding and his band, 

Original Recipe. The Narrow Gauge Band 

headlined and we enjoyed delicious food from 

Moe’s Original Bar B Que, signature cocktails and 

plenty of games and dancing! 

Cocktails For A 

Cause 
May 24th, 2017 

Leopold Brothers Distillery 
 
Cocktails For A Cause held at Leopold 

Brothers Distillery in Denver raised over 

$10,000 for the intern program! These 

funds provide gas stipends and gear for 

interns at both Mount Evans and Windy 

Peak. 

Open House 
September 18, 2016 

Windy Peak Outdoor Lab and 

Mount Evans Outdoor Lab 
 

Once a year, the schools open their sites up 

to the public for a tour of the property, to 

enjoy lunch and meet the staff before their 

child attends the program. This year boasted 

more than 2,500 attendees and families even 

hustling to see both sites in the same day. 

2016-2017 EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
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NEWS & NOTEWORTHY EVENTS OF 2016-17 

 Mount Evans and Windy Peak are implementing greenhouse classrooms adding to the experiential science learning that 

impacts over 6,000 Jefferson County students. Both sites have broken ground, full framing is completed at Mount Evans, and 

Windy Peak close behind. Mount Evans will be finished and unveiled at the Open House this year, September 16th, and 

Windy Peak’s ribbon will be cut in early October.   

 The intern program for the sites is stronger this year due to the charitable donations we recieved. Interns now recieve a gear 

stipend along with a supplies and gas fund to get them through the semester they are at the sites, making the opportunity 

available to a more diverse group of students.  

 Jefferson County is starting to transition sixth grade in middle school, impacting most elementary schools.  We are working to 

support these schools and families as their tuition needs would change at these new schools. 

 This year we received more city support than ever to help low income students and their science experience at Outdoor Lab 

Schools. Foundation donors are commiteed to EVERY Jefferson County sixth grade student attending Outdoor Lab.  

 In staffing news: With the departure of our Events Specialist, we welcomed Paige to the team in May as our Marketing and 

Administrative Coordinator. She is an Outdoor Lab alumna and Colorado State graduate with a Journalism and Media 

Communication degree. She has previously done marketing and social media for Colorado State Atheltics and Crossroads 

Safehouse. 

Letter From the Principals 
 

Dear Champions of Outdoor Lab, 
 

We sincerely thank you for supporting our program over the last year. Every day we get the opportunity to see the impact your support makes day 

after day with our sixth grade students and high school leaders. The work of the Foundation is clearly visible on both campuses. 

The greenhouses will be places where kids can get dirty while learning about stewardship and sustainability! The future high ropes  

challenge courses will be places where students can develop both confidence and skills. Guiding all of these activities, our interns  

provide the personal connection that brings Outdoor Lab to life for students and the new support this year is making this  

experience accessible to all applicants, not just those with means. As role models and mentors, field instructors and guides,  

the interns help your students navigate their way through the Outdoor Lab adventure. Your support this year makes these  

experiences accessible to all students, not just those with means. We also want to celebrate the generosity of  

King Soopers and Safeway through the Lab Cards Program. These two companies are a shining example of a public-private  

partnership that truly works to benefit our children. Finally, the program support we receive every year makes the  

difference each week as we strive to improve, inspire and educate all those touched by Outdoor Lab.  

Thank you for a great year, and an even better one to come!  

 

David Epp and Robb Gneiser 
Mount Evans and Windy Peak Principals 

(Students excited to hop on the bus to Outdoor Lab) 
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 Mission 

               To increase community and business involvement in support of the                   

    Jefferson County Public Schools, Outdoor Education Laboratory Schools. 

 

Vision 

A non-profit foundation providing ongoing support to the Jefferson County Public  

Schools, Outdoor Education Laboratory Schools, and the commitment to experiential 

 learning, stewardship, and historical preservation; for now and into the future. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

FOUNDATION OUTDOOR LAB FOUNDATION 

Alex Campbell 
Vice President,  

Enduring  
Resources 

Jeff Brekke 
Retired President Of 
Global Aftermarket, 

Gates Corp 

Michelle Winzent 
Co-Owner,  

Merkl’s Automotive  

A big thank you to our outgoing board members… 
Kathy Weiss, Sue Shucard, Jurgen Schlieman, Becky Bunn, Sally Armitage and Mark Fitzgerald 

 

Jason Dewar 
Student Services 
Specialist, Jeffco 
Public Schools 

    

Rod Wagner 
Partner, Acquisitions &  

Project  
   Management,  

    Larimer Associates 

Josh Timon 
West Coast  

Channel  
Manager, 
RiskSense 

Blanche  
Kapushion, PhD 

Retired Jeffco District  
Administrator 

Barry Wiebe 
Founder and  

President, Avout 

Ritch Graham 
NCAA Sports 

Marketing, 
Under Armour 

“Principals, especially Karen Cravens, encouraged me to expand my skill set and  
vision of what might be. I am eternally grateful for the influence the Outdoor Lab  

experience  has had on my life.”-Blanche, Board Member and Outdoor Lab alumna 

Brandon Friedman 
Assistant Vice 
President, First 

Bank 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016-2017 

SUPPORTERS 

Abigail Page 
Adam Loveland 
Adam Paul 
Adam Smith 
Albina Bislimi 
Alex Campbell 
Alice Madison 
Alicia Rhymer 
Allen Gregory 
Alyssa Cuchiara 
Amanda Kiel 
Amy Allen 
Amy Oden 
Amy S. Larson 
Amy Terry 
Andrea Oreskovich 
Andy Potter 
Andy Walker 
Angela Geier 
Ann Rawson 
Ann Rutkofsky 
Ann Smith 
Anna Branch 
Anna Redmond 
Anne Smith 
Anne Stavig 
Annette Bradley 
Ashley Stenzel 
Aspen Anderson 
Audrey Henderson 
B. Quaas 
Barb Fuller 
Barbara and Layle 
Robb 
Barbara Franks 
Barry and Sharon 
Wiebe 
Becky Bunn 
Betty G. Ill 
Bill Bottoms 
Bill Manning 
BJ Meadows 
Blake Armitage 
Blanche Kapushion 
Bob and Kathy Weiss 
Bob Bradley 
Bob Smith 
Bob Swanagon 
Bob Vanderveen 
Brad Rupert 
Brad Simpson 
Brad Surratt 
Bradley Gordon 
Brenda Freeburn 
Brian Davis 
Brian Reed 
Brianna Colagrosso 
Bridget Jones 
Britt Snyder 
Brittany Heckenberg 
Bryan Noto 
Candace Tomlinson 
Candice & Mark 
Ferguson 
Cara Dickerson 
Carl Dahl 
Carl Kantner 
Carla Mead 
Carol Francks 
Carolyn Alexander 
Carolyn Knapp-Nelson 
Carolyn Martyn 
Carolyn Norblom 
Carrie Jark 
Catherine Wilkens 
Cathy Valentine 
Chad and Erin  
Cornelius 
Chad J Williams 
Chas Heaviland 
Chelsea Moran 
Cheryl White 
Chris Blakeslee 
Chris Skuban 
Christi Hursta 

Cindy Couch 
Cindy D'Amario 
Cindy Pearson 
Cliff Bautsch 
Corie Miles 
Craig Braun 
Cynthia Bauman 
Cynthia Bellows 
Dan and Marcie 
McMinimee 
Dana Miller 
Dana Rinderknecht 
Daniel Kraig 
Daniel Palese 
Danielle Simoneau 
Darby May 
Darl and Darlene 
Hobson 
Darla and Marcus 
Sipolt 
Darla Shueppert 
Darrell Jones 
Darrell Kramer 
Dave Harris 
Dave Miller 
Dave Pucul 
Dave Wiebe 
David and Jean-
Bretzlauf 
David Aparicio 
David Epp 
David Lindsey 
David Sauve 
David Schmitt 
David Schott 
David Stensby 
David Stumm 
David Walters 
David Westburg 
David Wiechman 
Dawn Beck 
Deanna Alderman 
Deb Miller 
Debbie Miller 
Deborah Huntsman 
Deborah Williams 
Debra Leonard 
Debra McClure 
Debra Pitcherella 
Denise Berridge 
Derek Smith 
Derek Winzent 
Dewey Bridge 
Diana Morefield 
Diane Bergeron 
Don D'Amario 
Donna and Jeremy 
Parker 
Donna Deneke 
Doug and Amy Ziegler 
Douglas Rankin 
Ed Bohn 
Edith Marks 
Edwin Steinbrecher 
Elizabeth Perez 
Elizabeth Treichler 
Ellaine Weiskopft 
Ellen Warp 
Ellen Winslow 
Ellie Blackwell 
Emily May 
Erica Aguillar 
Francie Wyatt 
Gail Sharp 
Gerald Shin 
Greg Schowe 
Gregory Garland 
Gregory Lauer 
Gregory Over 
Hailey Olson 
Harold Pratt 
Harry Carney 
Heather Rutledge 
Heather Stensby 
Helen Peterson 

Holly and Jeff Brekke 
Ian Colle 
Ian Stone 
Illan Sparago 
Ivan Yanasak 
Jack Kellogg 
Jackie McFarland 
Jacob Lilly 
Jake Cummins 
James Carr 
James Rivera 
James Rudolf 
Jamie Miles 
Jamii Ketcham 
Jan and Nancy Bybee 
Jane Goff 
Jane Hansen-Ernstrom 
and William Ernstrom 
Janell Means 
Janet Farrar 
Janet Moore 
Jason and Felicia 
Guerrero 
Jason Dewar 
Jason Harding 
Jason Reinke 
Jason Robinette 
Jeannie Wallen 
Jeff Bartholomew 
Jeffery Yeager 
Jennie Jenkins 
Jennie Ridgley 
Jennifer and Marcus 
Pennell 
Jennifer Hunt 
Jennifer Larsen 
Jennifer Lick 
Jennifer Noyes 
Jennifer Richardson 
Jennifer Swanagon 
Jeremy Alvarez 
Jeremy Behm-Meyer 
Jeremy Hakes 
Jeremy Irwin 
Jeremy Parker 
Jerry Chrachol 
Jessica Carney 
Jessica Schmittka 
Jill Reinke 
Jim Hartman 
Jim Prichard 
Joe Vostrejs 
Joeseph Drew 
John Bybee 
John E. Litz 
Jonathan Weimer 
Jonathon Beck 
Josh Quintanilla 
Josiah Miller 
Joy Petitclerc 
Joy Wilson 
Judith Eichman 
Judith Hill 
Judith Ross 
Judy Lynn 
Judy Turner 
Julia Atkins 
Julia Parrino George 
Julie Bane 
Jurgen Schlieman 
Justin Wallace 
Kacey Mellentine 
Karen Cravens 
Karen Yeager 
Kasey and Josh Timon 
Kate Gorove 
Kate Leht 
Kathleen Doyle 
Kathleen Ranwez 
Kathleen Sloan 
Kathryn and Chester 
Kurtz 
Katie Evereth 
Keith and Suzanne 
Blankenship 

Keith Houghton 
Kelly Jo Briggs 
Kelly Miller 
Kelly Stillman 
Kent Micho 
Kevin Carrol 
Kevin Rosen 
Kim Alire 
Kim and Rod Wagner 
Kimberly Roberts 
Kristie Lynn 
Kristin Jacobs 
Larry Hofer 
Lars Lofgren 
Laura Asbell 
Laura Carpenter 
Laura Johnson 
Laurel Ostberg 
Laurie Sanderson-
Walcott 
Lavonne Heaviland 
Leah Roche 
Leonard Nelson 
Leslie Light 
Linda Graham 
Linda Ives 
Linda Wood 
Linnea Pierson 
Lisa Akiyama 
Lissa Robinette 
Lois Leidich-Ross 
Lori Bailey 
Louis Karahalios 
Louise Colvert 
Lucas Fay 
Lyle Cooper 
Lynn Swearingen 
Maggie Baker 
Mandy D'Ambrosia 
Marcia D'Amario 
Margaret O'Keefe 
Margie Seyfer 
Marilana Walsh 
Marilyn and Troy 
Karsten 
Marilyn Jones 
Marilyn McMahon 
Mariya Boikova 
Mark Branch 
Mark Deschamp 
Mark Miles 
Mark Mobley 
Marsha F. Young 
Marsha Manning 
Martha Tableman 
Mary A. Grosshans 
Mary Ann Dimand 
Mary Beth Allen 
Mary Brophy 
Mary McGhee 
Mary Noto 
Mary Rose Keyes 
Mary Scheppers 
Mary Stahl 
MaryAnn Larsen 
MaryLou Golding 
Matt Foutch 
Matt Henderson 
Matt Jones 
Matt Lausten 
Matthew Anderson 
Matthew Thomas 
Megan Henderson 
Meghan Wisell 
Melinda Bochner 
Melissa McKay 
Michele DeAndrea-
Austin 
Michele Fuhrman 
Michele Nosari 
Michelle DiGiosios 
Michelle Escheman 
Michelle Keller 
Michelle Schiffbauer 
Michelle Terry 

Rick and Michelle 
Winzent 
Mike Bird 
Mike Colagrosso 
Mike DiGiosios 
Mike Hope 
Mike Pate 
Mike Terry 
Monica Dubois 
Montana Fay 
Morgan Schell 
Nancy Mohrlang 
Nancy Reisher 
Nathan Matlock 
Nathan Teegarden 
Norm Rasmussen 
Orville and Cheryl 
Werner 
Paige LeBlanc 
Paige Maslow 
Palmer Peterson 
Pat Goben 
Pat McHenry 
Patricia Bolte 
Patrick Clore 
Patrick Miller 
Patrick Moran 
Patrick Redmond 
Paul Kalen 
Paul Molliconi 
Peggy and Terry Horton 
Penelope Currier 
Pete Warp 
Rachel Protentis 
Randall Shue 
Rebecca Blank 
Rebecca Crozier 
Rebecca Martin 
Renee Getter 
Renee Walker 
Rich Bauman 
Richard Goben 
Richard Wilcox 
Robb and Kari Gneiser 
Robert Nelson 
Robert Proctor 
Rod Mellott 
Roger Pool 
Ron Mitchell 
Ronda Moss 
Ross Rosenow 
Roxanne Kochevar 
Roxanne Swoboda 
Ruth Chapin 
Ryan Harrington 
Ryan Heckenbeg 
Sally Armitage 
Sally Blanchard 
Sam Palamara 
Samantha Ripley 
Sara Cobb 
Sara Maddock 
Sara Marquess 
Sarah Adler 
Sarah Chandler 
Sarah Komppa 
Sarah Moscatel 
Scott Allensworth 
Scott Charter 
Shandel Schroder 
Shannon Hancock 
Sharon and Randy 
Massey 
Sharon and Barry 
Wiebe 
Shauna Agard 
Shelby Winzent 
Shelly Catterson 
Sherri Turnipseed 
Sheryl Mitchell 
Shizue Asano 
Sondra and Jack 
Kellogg 
Stephanie and John  
Iannone 

Stephanie Ferguson 
Stephanie Segler 
Sterling Robinson 
Steven R. Close 
Sue Shucard 
Susan and Larry 
Harmon 
Susan Arntson 
Susan Gadpaille 
Susan Schiff 
Suzanne Collings 
Sydney Silver 
T Michael Moreland 
Tamara Story 
Tammy Weatherly 
Tammy Weiser 
Teresa Mellott 
Teresa Van 
Terri Smith 
Terri Straut 
Theresa Shelton 
Thomas and Isabell 
Abbott 
Thomas and Lydia 
Willson 
Tim Lessard 
Tod Ley 
Tom McKay 
Tori Teegarden 
Tressa and Bo Riley 
Trish Palamara 
Trista Chrachol 
Tyler and Emily 
Garrison 
Tyler Houston 
ursula webhofer 
Valerie Suleski 
Vicki L. Hall 
Victoria Okeson 
Victoria Rommel 
Virginia Miller 
Wanda Bundy 
William Alexander 
William Galioto 
William Kitamura 
Willie Figueroa 
Willie Mae  
Wambolt 
Zoe Grant 
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LAB CARDS PROGRAM 

11,951 
Total card users since 

2011 

$2,021,641.04 
Donated by King Soopers and 

Safeway since 2011 

475 
Students earned 100% 

of tuition in 2016-2017 

A huge thank you to King Soopers and Safeway for 

their continued support through our Lab Cards 

Program. The program finished strong this year with a 

total of $320,710.46 donated to local Jeffco schools for 

Outdoor Lab student tuition support! In all, since this 

program began in 2011, it has accumulated 

$2,021,641.04 in donations from King Soopers and 

Safeway to support our families and local Jeffco 

schools cover the cost of Outdoor Lab tuition.  

The 2016/2017 school year: 

 1,759 participating 6th grade families 

 Average donation per 6th grade student was $191.48 

 Average donation to each participating Jeffco school 

was $3,602.52 

 86 schools participated in the Lab Cards Program 

 55 schools received donations of $1,000+ 

 20 schools received donations of $5,000+ 

 10 schools received donations of over $10,000 

 2 schools received donations of over $20,000 

 2,863 PreK-5th grade families currently enrolled in the 

card program 

A huge thank you to both King Soopers and 

Safeway for their continued support with this 

program! 

40%   
Students on free & 

reduced lunch 

$1,798,019.79 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

TO KING SOOPERS FOR 

A TOTAL OF 

DONATED OVER SIX 

YEARS 
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FOUNDATION STAFF 

Katie Evereth 
Marketing & Development Manager 

Leah Roche 
Program & Finance Officer 

Shannon Hancock 
Executive Director 

High School Leader gear 

launch! 
We are launching an inaugural high school leader gear this 

year. 1,000 Jefferson County 

students are high school 

leaders each year, and this 

new gear identifies them as 

the tribe they have become. 

 

 

Intern Program is reaching 

higher! 
The long-anticipated high ropes course is on the final stretch 

and we are excited to see how it will impact the program 

and sites. One priority of the courses is team building and 

leadership skills with the interns at both sites. Interns will 

take those skills immediately onto the trails as they teach 

thousands of kids. This will be a huge asset to intern 

learning and the overall experience they have in their time 

with Outdoor Lab.   

 

  

LOOKING TO 

THE FUTURE 

Greenhouse Launch 
September 16, 2016 

Mount Evans 

 

The Mount Evans Greenhouse ribbon cutting  

ceremony will be at the 2017 Open House on September 

16th. We are eager to see 

the addition this makes to  

experiential learning for 

over 7,000 Jefferson  

County students each 

year.        Paige Brophy 
    Marketing & Administrative  

      Coordinator 

 “Outdoor Lab not only made  
me a better learner, it made 
 me a better human being.” 
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 

2016-2017 Expenses 
Local School Support*  $359,870.90                      

On-site Support*   $182,549.63 

Foundation Operations   $256,567.73 

Special Reserve   $20,435.04 

After Dark Funraiser  $52,272.78 

Student Gear   $25,582.93 

Professional Services   $3,205.00 

Lab Card Program Expenses  $41,147.79 

Savings: Future Projects and Tuition  $87,793.98 

 ___________________________________________    

TOTAL   $1,029,425.48 

*Local School Support– student tuition assistance, city support, low income students 

*On Site Support– greenhouses, intern support, materials, training, clinic supplies, gear etc.  

2016-2017 Assets 
Total Reserved Funds $352,528.81 

Total Assets Less Reserves $627,283.44 

Endowments (Permanent Reserve) $52,699.87    

TOTAL  $1,032,512.10 

“I loved Outdoor Lab! I was a student and a HS counselor and my  

experience there influenced the course of my life for 30 years.” –Alum 

Students returning from a day of exploring 

on the trails 

Greenhouse at Mount Evans after  

getting closer to completion 

Savings 

Local School 

Support 

On-site Support 

Foundation  

Operations 

OLF 

After Dark  
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2016-2017 BY THE NUMBERS 
 

 

 

Sponsors, Supporting Corporations & Community Businesses 

King Soopers 

Safeway and Albertsons 

Enduring Resources 

City Street Investors 

Breakthru Beverage 

Fed Ex  

8z Real Estate 

Bristlecone Construction  

C. R. Bard Foundation 

Coors Distributing Company 

Firstbank 

Golden Lions Club 

Jeffco Superintendents Office 

KD Kanopy 

Kiwanis Club of Alameda West 

Kiwanis Club of Golden K. Foothills 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bear Creek Teachers Association            

           Leopold Brothers Distillery 

                        Merkl's Automotive 

                         Moe's Original BBQ 

                 Mountain Toad Brewing     

      Newmont Mining Corporation 

                                Original Recipe 

                                            O'Tooles 

          Peter Stevenson Foundation 

     Republic National Distributing  

                              Shamrock Foods 

                          Shell Oil Company 

Spring 44                                                                   

                                                    Wells Fargo  

                                       Zarlengo  Raub LLP 

 

Grants Received 2016-2017 

Bright Funds Foundation 

City of Lakewood 

City of Wheat Ridge 

Lockheed Martin 

 

 

Walmart #5957  

Walmart #6635 

Walmart/Sam's Club #6632 

Westminster Legacy Foundation 

A special thank you to the following monthly givers  

who contributed significant gifts in 2016-17: 

Sarah Adler 

Sussan Gadpaille 

Shannon Hancock 

Christi Hursta 

Leonard Nelson 

 

 

Michelle Nosari  

Josephine Pacheco 

Linnea Pierson 

Stephanie Segler 

Kathy and Bob Weiss 
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 2,863 PreK-5th grade families currently enrolled in the 

card program 

A huge thank you to both King Soopers and 

Safeway for their continued support with this 

program! 

40%   
Students on free & 

reduced lunch 

$1,798,019.79 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 

TO KING SOOPERS FOR 

A TOTAL OF 

DONATED OVER SIX 

YEARS 
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FOUNDATION STAFF 

Katie Evereth 
Marketing & Development Manager 

Leah Roche 
Program & Finance Officer 

Shannon Hancock 
Executive Director 

High School Leader gear 

launch! 
We are launching an inaugural high school leader gear this 

year. 1,000 Jefferson County 

students are high school 

leaders each year, and this 

new gear identifies them as 

the tribe they have become. 

 

 

Intern Program is reaching 

higher! 
The long-anticipated high ropes course is on the final stretch 

and we are excited to see how it will impact the program 

and sites. One priority of the courses is team building and 

leadership skills with the interns at both sites. Interns will 

take those skills immediately onto the trails as they teach 

thousands of kids. This will be a huge asset to intern 

learning and the overall experience they have in their time 

with Outdoor Lab.   

 

  

LOOKING TO 

THE FUTURE 

Greenhouse Launch 
September 16, 2016 

Mount Evans 

 

The Mount Evans Greenhouse ribbon cutting  

ceremony will be at the 2017 Open House on September 

16th. We are eager to see 

the addition this makes to  

experiential learning for 

over 7,000 Jefferson  

County students each 

year.        Paige Brophy 
    Marketing & Administrative  

      Coordinator 

 “Outdoor Lab not only made  
me a better learner, it made 
 me a better human being.” 
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 Mission 

               To increase community and business involvement in support of the                   

    Jefferson County Public Schools, Outdoor Education Laboratory Schools. 

 

Vision 

A non-profit foundation providing ongoing support to the Jefferson County Public  

Schools, Outdoor Education Laboratory Schools, and the commitment to experiential 

 learning, stewardship, and historical preservation; for now and into the future. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

FOUNDATION OUTDOOR LAB FOUNDATION 

Alex Campbell 
Vice President,  

Enduring  
Resources 

Jeff Brekke 
Retired President Of 
Global Aftermarket, 

Gates Corp 

Michelle Winzent 
Co-Owner,  

Merkl’s Automotive  

A big thank you to our outgoing board members… 
Kathy Weiss, Sue Shucard, Jurgen Schlieman, Becky Bunn, Sally Armitage and Mark Fitzgerald 

 

Jason Dewar 
Student Services 
Specialist, Jeffco 
Public Schools 

    

Rod Wagner 
Partner, Acquisitions &  

Project  
   Management,  

    Larimer Associates 

Josh Timon 
West Coast  

Channel  
Manager, 
RiskSense 

Blanche  
Kapushion, PhD 

Retired Jeffco District  
Administrator 

Barry Wiebe 
Founder and  

President, Avout 

Ritch Graham 
NCAA Sports 

Marketing, 
Under Armour 

“Principals, especially Karen Cravens, encouraged me to expand my skill set and  
vision of what might be. I am eternally grateful for the influence the Outdoor Lab  

experience  has had on my life.”-Blanche, Board Member and Outdoor Lab alumna 

Brandon Friedman 
Assistant Vice 
President, First 

Bank 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2016-2017 

SUPPORTERS 

Abigail Page 
Adam Loveland 
Adam Paul 
Adam Smith 
Albina Bislimi 
Alex Campbell 
Alice Madison 
Alicia Rhymer 
Allen Gregory 
Alyssa Cuchiara 
Amanda Kiel 
Amy Allen 
Amy Oden 
Amy S. Larson 
Amy Terry 
Andrea Oreskovich 
Andy Potter 
Andy Walker 
Angela Geier 
Ann Rawson 
Ann Rutkofsky 
Ann Smith 
Anna Branch 
Anna Redmond 
Anne Smith 
Anne Stavig 
Annette Bradley 
Ashley Stenzel 
Aspen Anderson 
Audrey Henderson 
B. Quaas 
Barb Fuller 
Barbara and Layle 
Robb 
Barbara Franks 
Barry and Sharon 
Wiebe 
Becky Bunn 
Betty G. Ill 
Bill Bottoms 
Bill Manning 
BJ Meadows 
Blake Armitage 
Blanche Kapushion 
Bob and Kathy Weiss 
Bob Bradley 
Bob Smith 
Bob Swanagon 
Bob Vanderveen 
Brad Rupert 
Brad Simpson 
Brad Surratt 
Bradley Gordon 
Brenda Freeburn 
Brian Davis 
Brian Reed 
Brianna Colagrosso 
Bridget Jones 
Britt Snyder 
Brittany Heckenberg 
Bryan Noto 
Candace Tomlinson 
Candice & Mark 
Ferguson 
Cara Dickerson 
Carl Dahl 
Carl Kantner 
Carla Mead 
Carol Francks 
Carolyn Alexander 
Carolyn Knapp-Nelson 
Carolyn Martyn 
Carolyn Norblom 
Carrie Jark 
Catherine Wilkens 
Cathy Valentine 
Chad and Erin  
Cornelius 
Chad J Williams 
Chas Heaviland 
Chelsea Moran 
Cheryl White 
Chris Blakeslee 
Chris Skuban 
Christi Hursta 

Cindy Couch 
Cindy D'Amario 
Cindy Pearson 
Cliff Bautsch 
Corie Miles 
Craig Braun 
Cynthia Bauman 
Cynthia Bellows 
Dan and Marcie 
McMinimee 
Dana Miller 
Dana Rinderknecht 
Daniel Kraig 
Daniel Palese 
Danielle Simoneau 
Darby May 
Darl and Darlene 
Hobson 
Darla and Marcus 
Sipolt 
Darla Shueppert 
Darrell Jones 
Darrell Kramer 
Dave Harris 
Dave Miller 
Dave Pucul 
Dave Wiebe 
David and Jean-
Bretzlauf 
David Aparicio 
David Epp 
David Lindsey 
David Sauve 
David Schmitt 
David Schott 
David Stensby 
David Stumm 
David Walters 
David Westburg 
David Wiechman 
Dawn Beck 
Deanna Alderman 
Deb Miller 
Debbie Miller 
Deborah Huntsman 
Deborah Williams 
Debra Leonard 
Debra McClure 
Debra Pitcherella 
Denise Berridge 
Derek Smith 
Derek Winzent 
Dewey Bridge 
Diana Morefield 
Diane Bergeron 
Don D'Amario 
Donna and Jeremy 
Parker 
Donna Deneke 
Doug and Amy Ziegler 
Douglas Rankin 
Ed Bohn 
Edith Marks 
Edwin Steinbrecher 
Elizabeth Perez 
Elizabeth Treichler 
Ellaine Weiskopft 
Ellen Warp 
Ellen Winslow 
Ellie Blackwell 
Emily May 
Erica Aguillar 
Francie Wyatt 
Gail Sharp 
Gerald Shin 
Greg Schowe 
Gregory Garland 
Gregory Lauer 
Gregory Over 
Hailey Olson 
Harold Pratt 
Harry Carney 
Heather Rutledge 
Heather Stensby 
Helen Peterson 

Holly and Jeff Brekke 
Ian Colle 
Ian Stone 
Illan Sparago 
Ivan Yanasak 
Jack Kellogg 
Jackie McFarland 
Jacob Lilly 
Jake Cummins 
James Carr 
James Rivera 
James Rudolf 
Jamie Miles 
Jamii Ketcham 
Jan and Nancy Bybee 
Jane Goff 
Jane Hansen-Ernstrom 
and William Ernstrom 
Janell Means 
Janet Farrar 
Janet Moore 
Jason and Felicia 
Guerrero 
Jason Dewar 
Jason Harding 
Jason Reinke 
Jason Robinette 
Jeannie Wallen 
Jeff Bartholomew 
Jeffery Yeager 
Jennie Jenkins 
Jennie Ridgley 
Jennifer and Marcus 
Pennell 
Jennifer Hunt 
Jennifer Larsen 
Jennifer Lick 
Jennifer Noyes 
Jennifer Richardson 
Jennifer Swanagon 
Jeremy Alvarez 
Jeremy Behm-Meyer 
Jeremy Hakes 
Jeremy Irwin 
Jeremy Parker 
Jerry Chrachol 
Jessica Carney 
Jessica Schmittka 
Jill Reinke 
Jim Hartman 
Jim Prichard 
Joe Vostrejs 
Joeseph Drew 
John Bybee 
John E. Litz 
Jonathan Weimer 
Jonathon Beck 
Josh Quintanilla 
Josiah Miller 
Joy Petitclerc 
Joy Wilson 
Judith Eichman 
Judith Hill 
Judith Ross 
Judy Lynn 
Judy Turner 
Julia Atkins 
Julia Parrino George 
Julie Bane 
Jurgen Schlieman 
Justin Wallace 
Kacey Mellentine 
Karen Cravens 
Karen Yeager 
Kasey and Josh Timon 
Kate Gorove 
Kate Leht 
Kathleen Doyle 
Kathleen Ranwez 
Kathleen Sloan 
Kathryn and Chester 
Kurtz 
Katie Evereth 
Keith and Suzanne 
Blankenship 

Keith Houghton 
Kelly Jo Briggs 
Kelly Miller 
Kelly Stillman 
Kent Micho 
Kevin Carrol 
Kevin Rosen 
Kim Alire 
Kim and Rod Wagner 
Kimberly Roberts 
Kristie Lynn 
Kristin Jacobs 
Larry Hofer 
Lars Lofgren 
Laura Asbell 
Laura Carpenter 
Laura Johnson 
Laurel Ostberg 
Laurie Sanderson-
Walcott 
Lavonne Heaviland 
Leah Roche 
Leonard Nelson 
Leslie Light 
Linda Graham 
Linda Ives 
Linda Wood 
Linnea Pierson 
Lisa Akiyama 
Lissa Robinette 
Lois Leidich-Ross 
Lori Bailey 
Louis Karahalios 
Louise Colvert 
Lucas Fay 
Lyle Cooper 
Lynn Swearingen 
Maggie Baker 
Mandy D'Ambrosia 
Marcia D'Amario 
Margaret O'Keefe 
Margie Seyfer 
Marilana Walsh 
Marilyn and Troy 
Karsten 
Marilyn Jones 
Marilyn McMahon 
Mariya Boikova 
Mark Branch 
Mark Deschamp 
Mark Miles 
Mark Mobley 
Marsha F. Young 
Marsha Manning 
Martha Tableman 
Mary A. Grosshans 
Mary Ann Dimand 
Mary Beth Allen 
Mary Brophy 
Mary McGhee 
Mary Noto 
Mary Rose Keyes 
Mary Scheppers 
Mary Stahl 
MaryAnn Larsen 
MaryLou Golding 
Matt Foutch 
Matt Henderson 
Matt Jones 
Matt Lausten 
Matthew Anderson 
Matthew Thomas 
Megan Henderson 
Meghan Wisell 
Melinda Bochner 
Melissa McKay 
Michele DeAndrea-
Austin 
Michele Fuhrman 
Michele Nosari 
Michelle DiGiosios 
Michelle Escheman 
Michelle Keller 
Michelle Schiffbauer 
Michelle Terry 

Rick and Michelle 
Winzent 
Mike Bird 
Mike Colagrosso 
Mike DiGiosios 
Mike Hope 
Mike Pate 
Mike Terry 
Monica Dubois 
Montana Fay 
Morgan Schell 
Nancy Mohrlang 
Nancy Reisher 
Nathan Matlock 
Nathan Teegarden 
Norm Rasmussen 
Orville and Cheryl 
Werner 
Paige LeBlanc 
Paige Maslow 
Palmer Peterson 
Pat Goben 
Pat McHenry 
Patricia Bolte 
Patrick Clore 
Patrick Miller 
Patrick Moran 
Patrick Redmond 
Paul Kalen 
Paul Molliconi 
Peggy and Terry Horton 
Penelope Currier 
Pete Warp 
Rachel Protentis 
Randall Shue 
Rebecca Blank 
Rebecca Crozier 
Rebecca Martin 
Renee Getter 
Renee Walker 
Rich Bauman 
Richard Goben 
Richard Wilcox 
Robb and Kari Gneiser 
Robert Nelson 
Robert Proctor 
Rod Mellott 
Roger Pool 
Ron Mitchell 
Ronda Moss 
Ross Rosenow 
Roxanne Kochevar 
Roxanne Swoboda 
Ruth Chapin 
Ryan Harrington 
Ryan Heckenbeg 
Sally Armitage 
Sally Blanchard 
Sam Palamara 
Samantha Ripley 
Sara Cobb 
Sara Maddock 
Sara Marquess 
Sarah Adler 
Sarah Chandler 
Sarah Komppa 
Sarah Moscatel 
Scott Allensworth 
Scott Charter 
Shandel Schroder 
Shannon Hancock 
Sharon and Randy 
Massey 
Sharon and Barry 
Wiebe 
Shauna Agard 
Shelby Winzent 
Shelly Catterson 
Sherri Turnipseed 
Sheryl Mitchell 
Shizue Asano 
Sondra and Jack 
Kellogg 
Stephanie and John  
Iannone 

Stephanie Ferguson 
Stephanie Segler 
Sterling Robinson 
Steven R. Close 
Sue Shucard 
Susan and Larry 
Harmon 
Susan Arntson 
Susan Gadpaille 
Susan Schiff 
Suzanne Collings 
Sydney Silver 
T Michael Moreland 
Tamara Story 
Tammy Weatherly 
Tammy Weiser 
Teresa Mellott 
Teresa Van 
Terri Smith 
Terri Straut 
Theresa Shelton 
Thomas and Isabell 
Abbott 
Thomas and Lydia 
Willson 
Tim Lessard 
Tod Ley 
Tom McKay 
Tori Teegarden 
Tressa and Bo Riley 
Trish Palamara 
Trista Chrachol 
Tyler and Emily 
Garrison 
Tyler Houston 
ursula webhofer 
Valerie Suleski 
Vicki L. Hall 
Victoria Okeson 
Victoria Rommel 
Virginia Miller 
Wanda Bundy 
William Alexander 
William Galioto 
William Kitamura 
Willie Figueroa 
Willie Mae  
Wambolt 
Zoe Grant 
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After Dark 
September 24, 2016 

Evergreen, CO 
 
Our annual fundraiser, After Dark grossed over 

$130,000 and featured live music from Mount 

Evan’s very own Jason Harding and his band, 

Original Recipe. The Narrow Gauge Band 

headlined and we enjoyed delicious food from 

Moe’s Original Bar B Que, signature cocktails and 

plenty of games and dancing! 

Cocktails For A 

Cause 
May 24th, 2017 

Leopold Brothers Distillery 
 
Cocktails For A Cause held at Leopold 

Brothers Distillery in Denver raised over 

$10,000 for the intern program! These 

funds provide gas stipends and gear for 

interns at both Mount Evans and Windy 

Peak. 

Open House 
September 18, 2016 

Windy Peak Outdoor Lab and 

Mount Evans Outdoor Lab 
 

Once a year, the schools open their sites up 

to the public for a tour of the property, to 

enjoy lunch and meet the staff before their 

child attends the program. This year boasted 

more than 2,500 attendees and families even 

hustling to see both sites in the same day. 

2016-2017 EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 
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NEWS & NOTEWORTHY EVENTS OF 2016-17 

 Mount Evans and Windy Peak are implementing greenhouse classrooms adding to the experiential science learning that 

impacts over 6,000 Jefferson County students. Both sites have broken ground, full framing is completed at Mount Evans, and 

Windy Peak close behind. Mount Evans will be finished and unveiled at the Open House this year, September 16th, and 

Windy Peak’s ribbon will be cut in early October.   

 The intern program for the sites is stronger this year due to the charitable donations we recieved. Interns now recieve a gear 

stipend along with a supplies and gas fund to get them through the semester they are at the sites, making the opportunity 

available to a more diverse group of students.  

 Jefferson County is starting to transition sixth grade in middle school, impacting most elementary schools.  We are working to 

support these schools and families as their tuition needs would change at these new schools. 

 This year we received more city support than ever to help low income students and their science experience at Outdoor Lab 

Schools. Foundation donors are commiteed to EVERY Jefferson County sixth grade student attending Outdoor Lab.  

 In staffing news: With the departure of our Events Specialist, we welcomed Paige to the team in May as our Marketing and 

Administrative Coordinator. She is an Outdoor Lab alumna and Colorado State graduate with a Journalism and Media 

Communication degree. She has previously done marketing and social media for Colorado State Atheltics and Crossroads 

Safehouse. 

Letter From the Principals 
 

Dear Champions of Outdoor Lab, 
 

We sincerely thank you for supporting our program over the last year. Every day we get the opportunity to see the impact your support makes day 

after day with our sixth grade students and high school leaders. The work of the Foundation is clearly visible on both campuses. 

The greenhouses will be places where kids can get dirty while learning about stewardship and sustainability! The future high ropes  

challenge courses will be places where students can develop both confidence and skills. Guiding all of these activities, our interns  

provide the personal connection that brings Outdoor Lab to life for students and the new support this year is making this  

experience accessible to all applicants, not just those with means. As role models and mentors, field instructors and guides,  

the interns help your students navigate their way through the Outdoor Lab adventure. Your support this year makes these  

experiences accessible to all students, not just those with means. We also want to celebrate the generosity of  

King Soopers and Safeway through the Lab Cards Program. These two companies are a shining example of a public-private  

partnership that truly works to benefit our children. Finally, the program support we receive every year makes the  

difference each week as we strive to improve, inspire and educate all those touched by Outdoor Lab.  

Thank you for a great year, and an even better one to come!  

 

David Epp and Robb Gneiser 
Mount Evans and Windy Peak Principals 

(Students excited to hop on the bus to Outdoor Lab) 
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THANK YOU FROM THE 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

30 
Interns who trained 

and taught with... 

Dear Friends: 

 
It’s because of donors like you that 

Outdoor Lab was able to finish its best 

year yet!  This year was marked by new 

intern support, growing advocacy for this 

vital program and Outdoor Lab schools 

that focused even more on making our 

kids stewards of themselves, others, and 

the world around them.  We are so proud 

of our community that rallies to fight for a 

program that forms open minds and we 

see it every day in our volunteers, 

teachers, high school leaders, students 

and especially our donors.  I am honored 

to work with a group of strong, dedicated 

board members and staff who show up 

every day and make the road a little 

shorter for Outdoor Lab.  Read on to see 

how the Foundation is creating stewards of 

our community and future STEM leaders. 

Thank you for being a part of this 

mission!   

1,000 
High School Leaders             

who were role models 

to… 

5,768 
6th Grade Students... 

Shannon Hancock 
Executive Director 

In 2016-17 we saw... 

89  

Who attended Outdoor 

Lab from  

different schools! 
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WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR  

OUTDOOR LAB 

 

Gear Overview  

2016-2017 
For the first time the Foundation 

managed the Outdoor lab gear 

offered to sixth grade students from 

our office, and the program thrived. 

Not only was the new design well 

received,  but gear donations 

brought in over $37,000 in gross 

contributions. That’s nearly $17,000 

more than last fiscal year. If you 

didn’t pick up a hoodie or t-shirt last 

year, you’re in luck. The design 

received such positive response, it 

will be back again in the coming 

school year! Check it out at 

www.outdoorlabfoundation.org/shop 

Monthly Giving 
Monthly Giving is an easy way to support 

OLF every month. Please consider a 

recurring gift of $10, $15 or even $20 each 

month to support the impact of current 

programs and the growth of new ones in 

the coming years.   Your automatic 

donation is safe, secure and easy.  You set 

the date you would like your gift to be 

processed by the Foundation and can 

change the amount at any time.   

Your monthly gift isn’t just essential to the 

6th grade students; it’s the cornerstone for 

all younger Jefferson County children. 

You ensure Outdoor Lab will be there to 

teach them stewardship and a love of 

science. 

Colorado Gives 

Day 

Tuesday December 5th, 2017 is  

Colorado Gives Day. Create your fundrais-

ing page today at www.coloradogives.org. 

Look for information on individual and cor-

porate challenges in our newsletters, web-

site and on social media.  

$37,000 
Gross donations  

for gear 

The retail program DOUBLED 

over last year! 
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“My family has never been into the  

outdoors, the all-day hike was the longest  

I have ever been outside.” 

“When I close my eyes to listen I realize 

science is all around me.” 
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    “As we contemplated selecting the best school  for 

our two elementary aged children, we weighed options 

between the districts. The determining factor was Jeffco 

had the better Outdoor Lab program.” 

—Parent 

“An amazing time as a student that allowed me to build 

closer friendships while learning more about STEM. As a 

high school leader, it taught me leadership and a deep-

er understanding of the STEM programs.” 

—Alum, 1993 

“Being a high school leader was rewarding, 

empowering, influential. It was without a doubt one of 

my favorite high school experiences!”-Alum, 1996 

We walk the same trails,  
but each of us leaves a  

different  footprint... 
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2016-2017 VOLUNTEERS 

 

We rely heavily on the support of our volunteers, whether the work is 

administrative, building a trail or helping to plan a successful event. Thank 

you to all of our wonderful volunteers this past year! You made a huge 

difference and we are so appreciative off all that you do.  

Shauna Agard 
Sally Armitage 
George Barker 

Mike Bird 
Albina Bislimi 
Ellie Blackwell 

Jeff Brekke 
Karen Buerger 
Becky Bunn 
Jan Bybee 

Jessica Carney 
Diane Chorny 
Lyle Cooper 

Donna Deneke 
Jason Dewar 

Monica Dubois 
David Epp 

Stephanee Estrella 
Stephanie Ferguson 

Shawna Fitzler 
Mark Foutch 
Barb Fuller 

Sue Gallagher 
Angela Geier 

Robb Gneisser 
Rich Goben 
Pat Goben 

Nikki Hanson 
Dave Harris 

Ryan Harrington 
Lollie Hernandez 

Heather Heyd 
Michele Hillam 
Tyler Houston 
Jamie Ketcham 

Kate Leht 
Tod Ley 

Jennifer Lick 
Kim Lunsford 

Darby May 
Debra McClure 

Marilyn McMahonn 
Jacque Merrow 
Debbie Miller 
Dave Miller 

Diana Morefield 
Kelly Mueldener 
Myria Normann 
Lilian Ndangam 

Hailey Olson 
Nick Ophaug 
Gregory Over 
Abigail Page 

Mike Pate 

Andy Potter 
Rachel Protentis 
Josh Quantanilla 

Sam Ripley 
Kim Roberts 

Heather Rutledge 
Mary Scheppers 
Morgan Schell 
Jess Schnittka 
Sue Shucard 

Darla Shueppert 
Terri Smith 

Adam Smith 
Nancy Stapp 
Amy Terry 

Matthew Thomas 
Josh Timon 

Justin Wallace 
Jonathan Weimer 
Tammy Weiser 
Kathy Weiss 
Bob Weiss 

Lisa Wessell 
Barry Wiebe 

Thomas Willson 
Michelle Winzent 
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NEW  

LOCATION! 
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